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. UNe Of 1Nese Jays e OTRaTIZed SCTISEsS OF AMCTITTIT JouTs
qallsm may belatedly recognize our debt to a stole, tenacious 42-
‘year-old Negro newspaperman named William' Worthy.

Through much of the last eight years Worthy ha:q been
‘engaged In & long, often lonely struggle to affirm the rigat of
reporters to travel freely to any corner of any land.

Talking with him the other day, soon after the Fifth U. S,
Cireuit Court of Appeals had reversed his convicilon as a violator
of the passport laws, one was reminded how little aid he has
‘vecelved throughout his battle from institutions which pay limit-
-less lip-service to the concept of “The Pcople’s Right to Know.”

His most continuous backing during -his own “Cuban con-
‘frontation” has come from a dedicated eivil lberterian group
.ealled the Workers Defense League and attorney Willam Kunst-
ler, acting in behalf of the WDL. A few Jjournalistic voices
{notably those of Dick Starnes and Russ Wiggins) have been
valsed in his behalf, but there has been no angry chorus.

Yet, from the time he first dared to visit the Chinese main.
“and in 1956, representing the Baltimore Afro-American and with
additional sponsorship by The New York Post and the Columbia
Broadcasting System, to the moment when he was indicted in
1962 for returning from Cuba without a passport (his passport
Iaving been revoked because of his China pilgrimage), Worthy
has been waging a one-man crusade in which a free press has a
aarge stake. . )

- Now that the lepal tide appears to be turning, perhaps thcre
willi be some appropriate acknowledgement of his efforts.

.
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to har U. S. press coverage of Red China. Worthy—in the hest
Journalistic tradition—volunteered to go it alone. When I spoke

‘plex; then, as now, he was soft-spoken, earnest, conscious of

[described him as & sophisticated, thoughtful citizen who would
Jwrite the truth as he saw it and who could swiftly differen-
Yote Communist propaganda from reality. )

After his return from Red China, his application for renewal
cof his passport was denled. It was intimated that the State Dept.

‘,Iuturc travel; he refused to play such games. :

: On three oceasions in 1960 and again in 1961, Worthy again
~undertook a forbidden pilgrimage; still lacking "a passport,- he
“wen. to Cuba to write his view of the Castro story. Six months
“after nis final trip, he was indicted under the McCarran Act for
:Uillegal eatry’ to his own country... -. -~ "
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The record of Worthfs rough journey began in the era whe;"x-
John Foster Dulles had decided, for reasons that still elude mé, -

to bim at the time, he exhibited no symptoms of a martyr-com«

risk but wholly undemonstrative. Those who had known him long! -

might relax its position if he pledged to accept restrictions on-
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Now that convietion his been overinrown on thé gra.nf
that no citizen can be denied rcadmission to his native Irad.
But the broader question of a newspaperman's right to trevet
freely remalns unafivmed. In that sense it might be salutar §f
ihe Justice Dept. were to appeal the reversal ]

#* S ¥
i The issue is not what Worthy wreie, or whether {hose of us
who remained at home agree with his cbservations. While I fr.ily
respect his integrity, I have philosophical quarrcls with some of
his reports. I think he is, for example, insufficiently troubled vy
the degree to which Castro's revolution has devoured its own eail
dren and chiven such dediceted spirlts as Manuel Ray inta o¥ile.

But on two large Issues Worthy can claim a certain vind ca.
flon. From Red China In 1956 he tranumitied the word and-he
-warning that there were no signs 6f any imminent or é¢en
inclpient revolt against the Peking regime. He €id so in & peiiod
when Mr. Dulles was volcing confidence that Mac was a “pass ng
phase” and that, if we contlnued the pfetense that Red China .lid
not exist, it would soon fade away. (Worthy also vividly descrived
the brainwashing-of U. S. prisoners.)

Then from Cuba, at a time whel wishful thinking ab.out
Castro’s early demise dominated CIA and other azencies, e wrote
|=-before the Bay of Pigs disaster—that we were deceiving]
]ourselves, and that Castro's grip on his country was strong. 74 he
had been taken seriously, we might have been spared that trage iy,

In his soft volce, Worthy now remarks that *it talkes thre¢ or
four years bpfore reality catches up with the myvth.” o
«-Xt 18 his present judgment that Ckstro i3 now suthentieaily
epger for ‘normelization” of relations with the U. 8., and is
prepared to make major concessions toward that goal. Perhz ps
his-opinfon should not be too lightly discounte¢ again, ‘

But whether history ultimately proves Bill Wortnhy preschant]
s far less consequentlal than the nature of the batsle he tag
waged against an intolerable form of government censorsk.p, |
To tell reporters where they may go i+ no less obnoxious tkan
to tell them what they may write. I{is erusade has so farled B.m
fnto debt rather than to glory; too often he has had the serse
that he was -walking in solitude while other men won Pulit 2p
.Prizes for diligently executing an assignment on the compan’’s
Ume, There should be some journalistic citation on earth for a
man who has too Jong beent on his own, and whose endeave:s,
"It ultimately successful, may win & larger frecedom, not only gor
“Journalists, but for all who find thelr travals curbed by our “wall 5.
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